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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT TO THE EIGHTH AGM on 30TH November, 2019
I’m happy to say that it’s been another successful year for the Society.  Since our  seventh AGM last October here at Doggett’s , when Michael Darlow directed a rehearsed reading of the TRS New Play Award entry – The Rattigan Affair, we’ve had six Society events.
The French Fund launch took place last November when The Royal Central School of Speech & Drama put on a magnificent production of Flare Path, and fortunately Dr. Holly Hill,  our Vice President and the donor of the fund was able to travel over from the States to be with us.  Then in February the second tranche of the fund was used to finance After the Dance another excellent production at the Oxford School.  The third event was in Devon with a visit to see The Browning Version and this was followed within a few days with the Annual Birthday Dinner at the Garrick Club, where our guest speaker was Dr. Holly Hill.  The fifth event was our visit to When the Sun Shines, at the Orange Tree Theatre, which I was unable to attend due to having had emergency surgery.  And lastly there was the Professor Dan Rebellato event at the Rattigan Archive in the British Library.  The Committee has worked hard this year to ensure that we have given members a range of interesting activities to take part in.
Sadly,  the time has come for me to step down as Chairman.  As you know, I founded the Society in the centenary year, 2011, and I have been planning and arranging most of the events during the past eight years.  I have simply run out of steam and now that my darling Patrick is no longer beside me, I have lost some of my joie de vivre.  I’ve also had two serious emergency operations during that time and I feel I need to slow down.
But I’ve had a wonderful eight years as Chairman and I would just like to remind you of some of the highlights during that time. These are in addition to the many theatre visits.  First, we launched the Society in September 2011 at the birthplace of Terence Rattigan, in Cornwall Gardens, London.  Our first President, Princess George Galitzine attended, looking every inch the fashion model in an elegant fuschia pink silk jacket.  This was a stylish occasion graced by music played on the grand piano, by a professional pianist society member.  Other parties followed, two of which were held in Rattigan’s former “set” of chambers at Albany, K5, courtesy of our late member, Antony Fletcher, whose home it was for 50 years.  The following year, David Suchet, then a Vice President planted a tree in memory of Sir Terence at The Actors’ Church in Covent Garden, which we turned into a theatrical occasion in the church, followed by a reception at The Garrick Club.  In 2012, Group Captain Clive Montellier (Monty to us all) arranged a magnificent visit to RAF High Wycombe where we saw the wartime office of Bomber Harris and Michael Darlow introduced a screening of one of the wartime films scripted by Rattigan for the RAF Film Production Unit.  
We’ve held an Annual Birthday Dinner each year on a date in June nearest to the anniversary and have managed to attract wonderful speakers, despite not being able to pay them any fee.  These include, Ronald Harwood, Julian Fellowes, Hugo Vickers, Simon Heffer, Professor John Bertolini and Dr Holly Hill, celebrating her 80th year in June.  In 2013 I persuaded the staff at the V & A Museum to put on A Evening on Rattigan, as part of their members’events schedule.  They were attracted to the idea largely because of Princess Galitzine’s connection with the fashion world.  Jean gave a memorable interview with Geoffrey Wansell, after which members performed extracts from Rattigan’s plays.  
I’ve already mentioned The French Fund, named after Harold & Pegs French, who helped Holly Hill with her research into Rattigan in the 1970s.  Holly donates £1,000 each year and we use it to encourage a drama school to put on a Rattigan play.  This is a fairly new but most effective initiative.

There were many, many more splendid occasions and if you would like to look at portraits and photographs of these you will find them on our website in the ‘Events Archive’ section.
However, I must remind you of the two most significant events during my tenure.  The first is the Conference ‘In the Footsteps of Rattigan’ at Trinity College, Oxford in June 2015.  We had a magnificent programme of lectures and activities and dined in Hall.  We held the conference during term time, so that students could participate.  I know that the Committee is considering arranging a future conference out of term time, so that members could stay in the college.  
The other significant event was the introduction of  The Terence Rattigan Society Award for a new play for the theatre.  This was the most ambitious project we have ever attempted and involved a Press Launch, accompanying literature, publicity.  We attracted almost 200 entries, all of which had to be read and processed.  Many members agreed to do initial reading of the scripts.  They worked tirelessly on this and I was happy that Junko Tarrant (the owner of the apartment at Rattigan’s birthplace) allowed us to use her home for a third time, to throw a thank you party for these members.  I was greatly helped with the work surrounding the award, by Clive Montellier, Roger Mills and Giles Cole and I hope that some time in the future the Society will repeat this.  The winning play The Onion at the End received a professional production courtesy of committee member, Michael Wheatley Ward, at his community theatre in Broadstairs.  There were cash prizes also for the winner and runner up, consisting largely of a donation from a fund which wishes to remain anonymous.  
In July 2011, I invited a group of people to come to my home and sit around my kitchen table for an initial meeting to chew things over.  Only two of these people are no longer committee members,  Clive because he has moved to Tewksbury and Andrew, who is now living in Devon.  We’ve welcomed new faces onto the committee over the years and I should like to thank them all for being so supportive and being lovely friends.

I’ve had a wonderful time with the TRS and enjoyed the company of so many lovely members.  I am very happy indeed to be handing over to Denis Moriarty, who has agreed to be our new Chairman.  Most of you know Denis as he has hosted events for us at the Oxford & Cambridge Club.  Sadly, he is unable to join us today but I know he will keep the TRS flame burning.

THANK YOU.
END
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